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hennes came daily following his merchandize, and (as the
generall suspected and he himselfe afterward confessed) not
without his masters consent, to advise from us as well as he
advised from his master.
But now the summer was past and September came, the time
that the generall meant to goe to sea, to seeke meanes to supply
his necessities. And now fell out the greatest crosse of all to his
pretence. The embassador himselfe had his dispatch from the
king to be gone. Which the generall knowing went to the court,
and where the king sate seeing the sports that were made before
him, he sent his interpreter to him, desiring him that it would
please him to heare a certain request which he had unto His
Majestic. Whereupon the king immediately called for him, and
demanded what he would have him to doe. It hath pleased
Your Highnesse, said the generall, to doe me many curtesies,
and therefore I am further imboldened to proceed to request one
kindnesse more at Your Majesties hands. What is that? (said the
king, smiling) Are there more Portugals going to Malacca to
hinder thy pretences? Yea, said the generall, the embassadour
.himselfe, as I am given to understand, hath Your Majesties
dispatch to be gone at his pleasure, and is determined to depart
within five dayes. And what wouldst thou have me to doe? said
the king. Only stay him but tenne dayes, till I be gone forth
with my ships. Well, said the king (and laughed), thou must
bring me a faire Portugall maiden when thou returnest, and then
I am pleased. With this answer the generall took his leave and
; departed, and hasted all that he could to be gone. For he had
"left the merchants behind him and under the protection of the
"king till his returne, and in the meanetime to buy what pepper
they could to helpe to furnish the Ascentions lading, which was
now more then three parts laden; but the generall would not
leave her behind him, riding in the port, but tooke her in his
company, for she road but in an open place. All the three ships
were made readie; and there was a captaine1 of a Dutch ship in
the road, who desired the generall that he might goe to sea in his
company and take part of his adventure. His ship was above two
1 'This was the captaine of a ship of Holland, called Speilberge* (note in
Pwchas). For Speilbergen's voyage see note on p. 133.